
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



June 12, 1914] 



SCIENCE 



863 



the institute. The state has availed itself of 
the faculty of technology and of the shops, 
laboratories and experiment stations and it has 
furnished problems for the student body. But 
all of this, the committee believes, has been 
in an incidental and casual way. There has 
been cooperation undefined, unguided and 
fragmentary. It has lacked the stimulus of 
continuity or organization, the spur of recog- 
nized state service. " The time has come," 
writes the committee, " to formulate the union, 
to make it official, to the end that the institute 
may be strengthened, in power and prestige, 
and that the state may derive in full the 
benefit at hand." 



PEESEBVATION OF THE NATIONAL MONU- 
MENTS OF CHINA 

President Henry Fairfield Osborn of the 
American Museum of Natural History has 
addressed under date of May 14, 1914, to 
Secretary of State Bryan and to President 
Yuan Shih-k'ai of China, the following letters 
relative to the preservation of the art and his- 
torical monuments of China. 
Honorable William J. Bryan, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. 0. 

Sir: The Chinese race furnishes perhaps the 
greatest of all records of human society, and its 
future is closely associated with the destiny of so- 
ciety in this hemisphere. Our country contains an 
ever-increasing number of men and women devoted 
to the hope of China's triumph in modern civili- 
zation and government, in which case she will ex- 
tend her matchless social and human experiment 
continuous from the remotest times unbroken. In 
this connection interested persons and institutions 
in the United States are seeking to establish in 
China a school of archeology as a means to encour- 
age protection of the antiquities of China and pro- 
vide for study there of China's ancient history. 

On account of the ruthless destruction and 
plunder of antiquities in China since 1900, involv- 
ing American citizens, the following individuals 
and organizations represented, having memorial- 
ized President Yuan Shih-k'ai as shown herewith, 
have the honor to request your aid in the official 
transmission of their memorial herewith enclosed, 
directly to Peking. 

Furthermore, we have the honor to request: 



First, That the Department of State, through its 
officials in, China, use such means as it may deter- 
mine to discourage all American citizens from van- 
dalizing in China and from trafficking in broken 
and stolen sculptures and other archeologieal and 
art works of historical value belonging to the 
people of China, and to render aid with counsel 
wherever possible to shield Americans from be- 
ing involved with plunderers of Chinese antiquities, 
and in all ways possible assist in preserving the 
good name of the United States, its citizens, 
agents and institutions, free from connection with 
the destruction of Chinese monuments and antiqui- 
ties and the traffic in stolen and otherwise immor- 
ally or criminally obtained Chinese objects of an- 
tiquity. 

Second, That the Department of State, officially, 
semi-officially or unofficially, as possible, through 
its officials in China and elsewhere, discourage the 
plunder and destruction of Chinese antiquities in 
times of peace or war in China, whenever opportuni- 
ties permit, and support and eneourage the Chinese 
officials and people in taking effective means to 
conserve their antiquities for China's benefit and 
the benefit of other nations. 

Eespectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Henry Fairfield Osborn, 

President 
President Yuan Shih-k'ai. 

Sir: We have learned with profound concern, 
that through various evils of modern origin, mon- 
uments and antiquities in China invaluable to pres- 
ent and future generations of Chinese and to the 
world, have been irreparably lost and destroyed; 
that the high material value put by Western civili- 
zation upon antiquities and products of art show- 
ing the progress of mankind, has lately resulted in 
the commercialization, plunder and destruction of 
antiquities in China beyond the power of ordinary 
influences to control; furthermore, that such 
plunder and destruction not only are despoiling 
China of some of the garments of her ancient civ- 
ilization, but actually tend to break down Chinese 
society by depriving the Chinese people of their 
heritage, besides crippling research and education, 
and retarding progress; 

Therefore, having a friendly interest in the good 
of China and the republic, and having in mind the 
interests of enlightenment of human welfare gen- 
erally, as well as the responsibilities devolving 
upon the nations and upon all well-wishers and 
friends of China, we have the honor herein to 
memorialize your Excellency and respectfully and 
earnestly to urge as follows: 
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That in view of all the circumstances and condi- 
tions; in accordance with ample traditional prac- 
tise and precedent established by China's ancient 
rulers; and in cooperation and harmony with the 
policy of the most advanced governments, the na- 
tional government of China make new legal recog- 
nition of China's monuments and antiquities, and 
of all forms of national art of antiquarian and 
historical value as national property, and, in the 
manner adopted by other nations, newly take na- 
tional possession of the same and bring them under 
national protection for preservation in China for 
the lasting benefit of the Chinese people and of 
mankind generally. 

Eespectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Henry Fairfield Osborn, 

President 



TEE BBITISE ASSOCIATION IN AV8- 
TBALIAi 

At the end of June and in the first week of 
July 400 members of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science will leave 
England to meet for the annual sessions of the 
Association in the state capitals of Australia. 
The visit is made at the invitation of the 
Australian Commonwealth Government, whose 
guests the members of the association will be, 
and by whose generosity so protracted a jour- 
ney is made possible. 

Such a meeting is memorable in many ways. 
It adds completeness to that system of ex- 
change of scientific thought and scientific men 
between the United Kingdom and the Domin- 
ions over-seas which has been steadily growing 
since the beginning of the century; and it will 
serve to link still more closely the newer uni- 
versities with the older throughout the whole 
of the Empire. The previous visits of the 
British Association to Canada and to South 
Africa gave fresh impetus to scientific work, 
and were followed by tangible results in the 
creation of new! scientific institutions and 
laboratories. There is assurance beforehand 
that this precedent will be repeated in Aus- 
tralia, for one of the objects of the visit is to 
afford opportunities for joint discussion on 
cooperation in research between the southern 
continent and the countries of the Northern 

1 From the London Times. 



Hemisphere in astronomical, meteorological 
and anthropological problems. 

There are advantages of a reciprocal kind to 
those who would not otherwise sacrifice four 
months of the scientist's year in a visit to 
Australia. Problems await attack in solar 
physics and in the distribution of the stars; 
problems in the evolution of segregated species 
of animals and plants ; of physiological adapta- 
tion; of atmospheric electricity and earth 
magnetism; of the antiquity of races and of 
the development of social conditions — in short, 
problems affecting every department of sci- 
ence, which can only be carried to completion 
with the aid of data obtained in the Southern 
Hemisphere and the southernmost continent. 

The commonwealth government, the state 
universities and the Australian people are 
making every provision that the fullest oppor- 
tunity shall be given to the meeting to investi- 
gate both the work that is being done and that 
which has to be done in the fields of zoology, 
botany, physiology and engineering. It should 
be added as not the least remarkable of the 
circumstances of this meeting that this is the 
first time that any government has set aside 
so large a subsidy for the purposes of the en- 
couragement of science. 

The members of the association proceed in 
two parties. The advance party of 70, in which 
the president-elect, Professor William Bate- 
son, P.R.S., travels, and which takes with it a 
number of zoologists, botanists and geologists, 
will go by way of the Cape to Perth, in 
Western Australia. This party stays a week, 
making excursions for field work in the sand 
plains, in the Darling Eange, the Irwin Biver 
district, the coast or the Kalgoorlie goldfield 
during the larger part of it; and, at most, 
three evening lectures will be delivered, one 
of them by Professor Herdman on " Life of 
the Sea," and another by Professor A. S. 
Eddington on " The Stars and their Move- 
ments." This visit is an unofficial part of the 
meeting; but since among those who take part 
in it are Professor F. W. Dyson (the astron- 
omer royal), Professor H. E. Armstrong, Pro- 
fessor Poulton, Professor Dendy and Professor 
W. J. Pope (presidents respectively of the 



